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Professor Peter Christian Sester is a dual qualified lawyer in Brazil and Germany. 
He has practiced commercial law for 14 years at the Frankfurt office (finance 
practice group) of a leading international law firm. In the last 15 years Peter has 
mainly acted as arbitrator, mediator, and expert (business law, valuations, and 
damages) in commercial disputes. He focuses on complex contracts (e.g., 
construction and energy supply contracts), corporate and capital markets law, 
asset and project finance, and M&A.  

Peter holds two PhDs, one in Commercial Law, the other in Economics. 
Furthermore, he holds a German Habilitation in international business law. Peter 
has served as a tenured Professor of Law & Economics, and Commercial Law at 
several German and Swiss universities. He was the director of the Institute of 
Law and Finance at Goethe-University Frankfurt a.M. and later of the Institute for 
Finance Law and Law & Economics at the University St. Gallen. Peter has been 



teaching business law and law & economics for over 20 years at various law and 
business school on various levels: graduation, master and PhD programs, and 
professional education (MBA and LLM programs).  

Peter has authored eight books, edited another six books, and published over 
100 articles in law journals and edited books. Notably, he is the sole author of 
Contract Law in International Commercial Arbitration (Wolters Kluwer 2023) and 
of Business and Investment in Brazil: Law and Practice (Oxford University Press 
2022). He is the sole editor and main author of International Arbitration: Law and 
Practice in Brazil (Oxford University Press 2020). 

In 2002, Peter received his first appointment as full professor of commercial law 
in Germany. Further appointments in Switzerland and Germany soon following, 
including Goethe-University, Frankfurt am Main where he also served as Director 
of the Institute for Law and Finance. Since 2006, he has been lecturing on a 
regular basis at top Brazilian public (e.g., Federal University of Rio de Janeiro: 
URFJ) and private universities (FGV-Rio, FGV-Sao Paulo, and Insper). 

Since 2019, he has been serving as Professor of International Arbitration at FGV-
Rio and as a member of its Centre for Commercial and Arbitration Law.  

Peter is a native speaker of German and fluent in Portuguese, English and 
French. He also has a working knowledge of Spanish. He was born in 1967 and 
is a German national. 

  

Academic positions  

Since 2020. Professor of arbitration and commercial Law at Fundação Getúlio 
Vargas Law School Rio de Janeiro; member of the board of the center for 
commercial law and arbitration.   

From 2019 to 2021 visiting professor of New University of Lisbon (Portugal), 
Investment Arbitration and M&A.  

From 2018 to 2019 visiting professor Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (Brazil).  

From 2014 to 2019 tenured professor of international business law and law & 
economics University St. Gallen (Switzerland). 

From 2013 to 2014 tenured professor of commercial law and director of the 
Institute for Law and Finance Goethe-University Frankfurt am Main (Germany).  

From 2002 to 2013 tenured professor of commercial law and director of the 
Institute for Information Law at Karlsruhe Institute (the former University of 
Karlsruhe, Germany).  

From 2003 to 2013 honorary professor of civil law at the University Freiburg im 
Breisgau (Germany).  



From 1998 to 2002 assistant professor at the Institute for Anglo-American Law of 
the Philipps-University Marburg (Germany).  

Since 1999 he has received numerous invitations as guest professor or fellow 
from law and business schools, among them Cambridge University (UK), London 
School of Economics (UK), Institute for Advanced Legal Studies (UK), University 
Aix-Marseille (France), University Montpellier (France), New University of Lisbon 
(Portugal), Argentine University of the Enterprise (UADE) in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina), Universidad Austral in Buenos Aires (Argentina), University of Chile 
(Santiago de Chile), Fundação Getúlio Vargas – Law School Rio de Janeiro and 
Sao Paulo (Brazil), Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, COPPEAD and law 
school (Brazil).  

 

Academic education and qualifications  

In 2021 accelerated route to CIArb fellowship, North American Branch (FCIArb). 

In 2017 exam of the Brazilian Bar Association (OAB/RJ No. 214446).  

In 2008 PhD in economics Humboldt-University in Berlin (Germany) – topic of 
thesis Institutional Design of Capital Market Reforms (the Brazilian experience).  

In 2001 “Habilitation” (postdoctoral thesis, necessary to become in Germany a 
tenured professor of law) in civil and international business law, Philipps-
University Marburg (Germany) – topic of thesis Complex Contracting in 
International Project Finance.  

In 1995 PhD in law Karl Ruprecht University Heidelberg (Germany) – topic of 
thesis Fiduciary Duties and Voting Rights in Commercial Partnership Meetings.  

From 1992-1996 law clerk (Rechtsreferendar) of State Court (Landgericht) 
Baden-Baden – Second State Exam with honors and offer by the Ministry of 
Justice of Baden-Württemberg to take office as judge.  

From 1990-1996 BA and MA in business administration at Germany’s State 
Distance-Learning University Hagen (Germany) – Diplom-Kaufmann. 

1988-1992 law school of Ruprecht-Karls University Heidelberg (Germany) – First 
State Exam as best student of the year.  
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Professional activities  

Since 2022, member FGV’s special commission that was set up to reform the 
rules of FGV’s arbitration chamber.  

Since 2017, he runs is law own firm in Rio de Janeiro, which is focused on 
arbitration, expert opinions on Brazilian, German and EU law.   

Since 2019, member of the federal arbitration commission and of the capital 
market law commission, both of the Brazilian Bar Association (OAB). 

From 2019 to 2021 vice-president of the arbitration institution CAM-CCBC.  

From 2015 to 2016 of counsel at a Swiss law firm with focus on arbitration.  

From 2002 a 2015 of counsel at an international law firm (Frankfurt office, finance 
practice group) – corporate (Leveraged Buyout e M&A) and project and asset 
financing, capital market transactions and regulation.  
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